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VIRGINIA CON

ENTION OF 1850-51
WROUGHT REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES

The “Declaration of Rights” Was Amended for the

First Time Since its Adoption—White Man-
hood Suffrage and Public Free Schools
Provided for. :

Written for The Times.) 1
1v.

 dOur *fathers.” even in the second ard third
generation, appear 10 have Been wiser thin
ahelr sons. AT acl was passed March 4ih,
315+, “i0 take the sense of the people upon
1he cali of & convention, and providing for
organizing ths same.” By its terms, if the
peopie voled affirmatlvely, the Governor
was 10 make proclamation of the fact, and
alzo that an clection for delezates to the
convention wouid be held on a day named
in tho act, to-wit, on the fourth Thursday
in August ensulng. The act also appor-
tioned the Stiate into d cie, somewhat
srhitrarily, it appsars, following the lines
nedther of legisiatlve nor senalorizl dis-
1ricts,

The Important fact remains that they did
not take twp bites at a cherry, and an
expensive cherry at thatl; swhile the meas-
ure of like nature passed by our last Leg-
Jelature providsd only for taking the sense
of the people upon the call of 3 conven-
#ion. Thus a special sesslon of the Legis-
frture—whicl; Is an expensive luxury in
many ways—becomes necessary, oOr else
1ihe conventlon must be deferred tll the
Fear 1843,

Tha convention assembied st Richmond
October 14th, 150, When the roster of the
names of members is read there is no suz-
gestion of the roll of Battie Abbey. Hardiy
an echo of "20-'34 is heard.

Yet, there weore some wise and great
men In ithe convention, whose fame had
mot ver attalned 1is zenith; men who de-
served well of their country then., and who
served it nobly and heroiecaily in the crlsis
ihat came ten years later,

CONSPICCOUS MEMBERS.

To mame some of the more conspicuous,
following the order of the Journal. there
were Henry A, Wise, Tazewel] Taylor,
John R. Chambliss, John Y. Mascn, Robert
G. Scott, John A Meredithi, Jehn 3Ainor
Botts, James Lyons, Robert €. Stanard, M.
R, H. Gamelt, Beverly Douglass, R. L. T.
Beale, R. C. 1. Moncurs, John R, Bd-
mmunds, Thomas J. Handolph, Robert I,
Scott, Chas. J. Fanlkner, Andrew Junter,
John Letcher, Waltman T. Wiley, James
Wenson, Gideon . Camden, John 5. Car-
iile, George W. Summers, Allen T. Caper—
1oy and Joseph Johnson.

Johm Y. AMason was elected president,
Tecelving ¥ votes to 38 for Geo. W. Hop-
Xins, and 13 for Jenry A, Wi

“This body appears 1o have been consid-
ered g *“Heform™ convention, and reform

41 did with a vengeance. TFor the first
time since its original and unanimous
adoption, in 1776, the *“'Declaration ef

Rights” was nmended, yvel in muiters ro
immaterial and Thypercritleal as to be
thardly worth mentioning, except as evi-
dence of the lconoclasiie spirit of the time,
It 4= the aspiration of many patriotic Vir-
glnisns that the next convention shall re-
enact thnt sacred muniment of the peo-
ple'a rights just as it stands In the journal
<f the convention of 1776,

White mmanhood suffrage—what was
called “universal suffrage” until we learn-
ed in sorrow that “univerzal” could have
a larger meaning—wus adopted, and Demos
became Juing, with every badge of au-
thority -but scepire and crowmn.

Suffrage continuad io be viva voee, but
fdamh persons might use ballots.

FEATURES OF THE CONSTITUTION.

Iere are some of the features of the
Tonstitutlon then Jramed: No person
Tolding a lueratlve office, no minister of
the Gospel or priest of any religious de-
momination, no saluried aflicer of any

banking enrporation or company, and no

attorney for the Commonwealth shall be
capable of being  clected a member of
elther house of the General Assembly."”

So reads section 7 of Article IV, and in

it there 18 much food for reflection.

The Lezislature met cnee in two years,
bhut no session should continue longer than
ninety duys without the concurreénce of
three-fifths of the members of each
house, nar for an additional period longer
than thirty gays with such concurrence.

“A capltation tax, equal to the lax as-
sessed on land of the value of two hun-
dred doliars” was levied on cach white
male inhabitant of mature age, “and one
equal molely” of such tax upon white
JETEONS Was ap to the *‘purposes of
education in primary and free schools™

Little development of the free school 8y5-
tem as now understood was obtained under
this provision.

Provision was firet made by this conven-
for a Treasurer and an Auvditor of
ic Accounts, and for a Board of Pub-
lic Works.

The State was divided Into judicial clr-
cults, gistricts and sectlons, and all the
judges were clected by the popular veote,
instead of by the Leglslature as under
former Constitutions. Also the electiin of
magistrates was committed 'to the pesple—
four for each magisterial distriet, These
chose a presiding justice from their own
body, whao, with not less than two asso-
clates, constituted the County Court.

1t will be seen from the changes noted
that the whole trend of the time was to-
in

ward the people: “trust the people”
everything and In all things.
Following and enlarging the preczient

srt Ly the Convention of 1829-30, the Con-
stitution was submitted to the jeople for
ratification or rejection; and the otHcers
conducting the election were ragulred to
recelve and record the votes of zll per-
sons qualified to vote “‘under ihe existing
or amended Constitution.” As a matter of
course evervhody voted for a Constintlon
anchised him, and it was ratified

that enf
by a large majority.
Daubtless, in these days, the ald of the

eourts would be fuvoked to enjoin such a
schedule.
WORKED WELL,

Ttevalutionary as  were  the  changes
wrought by it, the Constituiion seems to
fiave warked well, and to have given gen-
ernl satisfaction. Peace and jrosperity
and happlness were the rule in Virginia,
as among her awn people, from the l4me
of it= adoption until the rude shock Lo our
serenitv—the John Brown Raid of 14—
cecured.

There was o money flurry in 1857, hut the
Gecads from 1830 to 1850 may be calied,
withont exaggerating, a happy era in the
State's career; “haleyon days”™ in very

5 and such as Wwe may never hope or
Lo see amain,
rude, harsh, bicody, but
it came from without, and while all was
serene in our own horders, and among our
own people, and the State was in the hey-
day of its life and fame.

Afierwards—the deluge!

It seems very cert that, but for the
clash with the Federal government, pre-
cipitated by the secession of the States
tr the South of uz, and Mr. Lincoln’s coll
for troops io enforee the *“nation’s” at-
thority, Virginia would have eontinued to
enjoy a career of prosperily for nany
vears under the Constiution framed by
1his eonvention. PBut the question whether
ihe State &hould remain in the Union, or
raassert her soversignty as sha had re-
served the rizht to do by the eaxpress terms
of her ratification of the Federal Constitu-
tion, could only be determined by the peo-
ple in conventlon assembled.

The conventlon was duly ealled, met, de-
1kerated, and, with at reluctance, passed
an ordinance of secession, and also framed
a mew Constitution.

This convention, and the Wheeling and
Alexandria conventions, so-called, will be
the subject of the next paper. W. W. 5.

CONGREGATIO:

i

ALISTS AT 0DDS,

OVER CHURCH'S BENEVOLENCES.

Too Many Persons Are Emp'loyed for the Amount of
Work Accomplished——l\iembers of the Denomi-
nation in All Sections of the Country

(Written for The Times.)

Appearances polnt 1o serious differences
among ‘Congregation ;. The trouble
15 over the administrs of t1hat re-
ligious body's benevolencies, and affects
almost every Congregational Church in
ihe pountry. IMscussion that is not al-
ways unmixed with criticism is general.
3t is from the churches, and is directed
1oward the slx miss societies, It
4= not new, but there s ew phase of
31, 1t is cmiled the Committes of Nine.
in order to undersiand ithe matller some
Nistorr and more explanation is needed.
Both are interesting, however, and the
Anterests affected are large and far-
reaching.

This {commiitee of Nine represnts the
gix boards. There is 2 Committee of M-
1een, which was appointed by 1the Na-
tional Council, ana presumably Tepre-
sents the churches. A far us Doy
<an find out, the nhjects of these com-
mittecs are noi ident or if they are
w0, 1hey indicate desire on the part of
the boards to do what the churches have
expressed 1 desire that they should do,
Dt to do It not precisely in the way or the
time ©of ihe ehurches. but according to
the notions and ouinions of the ¢xecu-
wves of the boards

The Natipnal ©
Firteen was appeinted at

eil’'s Committee of

Portland two

vears ago. This council wvoleed the
whurches in saving that while It is true
are demand

4hat larper contributions
11 1= also true that the churches ought
10 have the largest possible voice in the
administration of the boards. I'rotest
was cntered against the absurd method
of having two to four organizatio
work in 1the same fields. Some Glscus
wvas also had about the cost of ad
aration, cspecinily of the nse of main-
taining from flve to forty leid secretancs,
who draw saluries from mission funds 1o
£2 1o 1he churches and beg the glifts.
SELVERE CRITICISM.

This Iatter point has long caused much
fiscussion umong the congregations.
*Too many officers Tor the amount of work

. mecomplizhed has heen the charge. A
salary and cxpense Iist running a Ilong
awny above 1000 a year hus been
claimed to be excessive. Criticism. In so
far as it has 1aken definite form, has been
simed at the executives of the principal
boards, namely the Congiegational Home
Misslonary. the American Misslonary, the
American Board and the Church Bullding

U Boaclety, The secretarles have not es-
caped, 1he claim being genersdthat there
are too many of them. too many treas-

- wrers, and 1oo much office and field ma-

~ whinery.

“The Committes of Fifteen, which rep-

. segents the churches, started out with

. enthusiasm. The Xon. § 1. Capen. of

Poston, was made ite chalrman, for he

gpore than any one «lse sel 1the agitation
won fToot whi resulted in the naming
of the bpdy. St. Lounls, Chicago, Cleve-

d, Boston, New York and other Con-

i tional centres were represented. One

sneeting was held and a report made upon

Anances. Tt was not a radlcal report, but
wag one Tonked upon ag a good beginning,

Paople sald that at last  ihe churches

samere qn A falr svay do gain control over

_#heir own Doards. to correel wrongs in

- sdministration and 1o lessen cost and

~ gneorense resulis.

e retirement of the late TRev. Dr.

C of Brooklyn, and the death of the

Ty, Tameon, of Hartford, made

\ the ¢lection of & agW president §

Interested in the Contest.

The man seleeted
Capen, of Boston.
He was the Tather the Committee of
Fifteen, and its pr dent or chairman.
Seon after his election to the board his
resignation from the committee, not lts
presidency but the committee, was an-
aounced, and a few months after that he
was found wholly 1o have changed views
upon the advisability of =uch a body as
the Commifice of Fifteen underiaking
administration, or even advisory func-
tions, upon the same level of authorit
much less higher authority, of the ex-
ecutlves of 1he various boards,

THE POINT OF ATTACIK.
A point of attack on the part of the

of the American

Eoard.
was the Mon, 8 I3

churches, an attack started two vears
ago, was the succe m in ex
membership of the boards., These

having headguariers thr in ‘.‘\'E\‘I‘
and three in Boston, have of necesgity
members who live in or near these cllie:;,
in order that the attend without
100 great inconveni The churches
began to wonder w AS YOATrE g0
by, the bhoards ‘¢ not become sclf-per-
petuating bodies through the election of
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\ the same men over and over again. When

it was sought Lo accomplish certain things
in one of the boards the discovery .was
made that nothing could be done because
the board epposed, and that the churches
which contribute the funds are powerless
to change the execulives.

Last Februayy the wins a conference
of executives of the six boards, 1t made
as a conference certnin recommendations,
and they being accepted, a Committee of
Nine resalted. It iz made up as follows:
Judga J. H. Perry, of the Home Missio
; the Ameri-

ary Soclety; Charles A, Hull,

ean Missiopary; A. Dunning, editor
of the “Congregation: U the Sunday-
Sehool Society; 11, the BEullding
Soclety; W ithe Education
Soclety, and

Board. These six nar :
Dr. I.. 1. Warner, w  Yor .
Strong, Detroit, and H. . Proctor, Bos-
ton. Thiz committee had one meeting re-
cently, and made a report, which has
naot yet been published. It decided Lo se-
lect no chairman, but to let cach serve
in turn.

It represents the six boards, and ap-
pears to be in conflict with the Commilttiee
of Fifteen, which represents the churches.
If it is not so, its existence, many say, is
unnecessary, since the Fifteen Committea
Is already in existence, and must remaln
In existence until the next meeting of the
National Council. It is  known that
prominent members of  the Executiv
Committes of at least one of the hoards
nd dav to defeit the
proposition to change the membership
and securs some sort of rotation. Ir suc-
cessful in thi= organization, the annual
meeting of which is soon to be held, the
contest will he pushed to other socletles,
and constitutional enactments requiring
such rotation, already adopted, will be
repealed if possibla. The Committee of
Nine has adjourned to mect again in Sep-
tember.

Government of Congrezaiional affairs is
by conferenee and commitiee, Inferests
affecting a membership of 600,000 and
2,000,000 a vear are involved.

GRAND LODGE 1. 0. 0. F,

Local Committess Perfecting Plans
for Their Entertainment,

A conference has been held by the Exe-
cutive Board having in charge the enter-
talnment of the Sovereigm Grand Lodge of
Odd-Fellows, at its apnroaching meeling,
with the chairmen of the various sub-
committees and many pians were out-
lined, The sum of 3104 was appropriated
to be used in offerlnz cash prizes for the
exemplificntion of the work of the Order
and competitive drills by the Patriarchs
AMilltant, which is known as the military
branch. 1t is believed that this amount
Twill attraet a Zreat many lndg and en-
campments that might not otherwise ut
tend.

Preliminary arangements were made for
securing a large number of earringes and
horses for use in the great parade, which
is to take place’ on Wednesday, SBeptem-
be 1fih.

A bulletin,

inments

showing the enterin

tn he provided, with informati as to
side trips, etc., was ordersd to printed,
and not less than 10,660 copies ¢ buted

1

It iz expected that t

at the Jefferszon Hotel : e
but this has not been definitely deter-
mined. It is certain, however, that an

river to James-
be provided for

outing elther down Jam
town or to Old Point
Saturduy, September 15th.

The Commitiee on Badges is now con-
sidering the numhber of designs and ex-
pect to get up a handsome hadge for the
representatives, upan which the sem of
Virginia will be Impressed. There are
nineteen sub-committees and they are
now all busliy at work reporting agp brief
intervals to the Executive Board. T
dell n iry to make a great suce
of the coming convention is rec ing care-
ful attention.

CONCERTS OF THE WEEK.

Excellent Programme Arranged By
Professor Tardella,

The following excellent programme for
the we=lk has been arranged by Band-
master Felix Jardella:

1. Alarch, “Peaca Foreve

2 Overture,

3. (1) *"The
(Tebian);  (b)
(S:tone).

4. Solp for Xyophon, Galop Brillant, Mr,

J. T. Patling (lilbhrechtl.
5, Glorla from Twelfth Alass, (MMozari).
6. Sdlection from Oper Hang;
(AMorse).
7. Paolish Dance, (Scharwenka).

1 Mersdith,” (Gustin).
1 Berlin,' (Hartman).

1 Danee, “Aanand,™ (Mis-
Georgia Camp-Meetin,

]ll‘ [}
sud}; (b
(Kerry Mils).

11. Star Spangled Banner and D

Coneerts for the week will by given as
follows:
Mond:

VEGETABLES GO UP,

Drought Causes Ilise in Prices of All
Eatables in This Line.

Owing to the Iong-continued drought
vegetables of all sorts huve advanced in
price. The truckers around Richmond say
that their crops are all cut short, and
owing to the scarcity they are necessarily
hizh. The melon crop in Hanover will be
very short if the dry wealher continues.
In faect, indications point to a shart erop
of all farm products us well as vegetables
unless the drought shall be broken soon.

News of Railroad Men,
Ar. Burton G. Saunders has been ap-
pointed general eastern agent of tha Thie-

azo Great Weste taflway, vice )T.I_‘. ok
H. Adalr, resig

.
Mr. Chas. H. Robinson, of
is the guest of his Dbrother, Mr.
Hobinson, chiel clerk to superin

Peru, Ind.,
F. O

maotive POWET of the He
and Ohio. AMr. Robinson is one of
tha most po of the Lak

Erla and W
vacation ir ftren Ye
in Richmond fo2 a W

Major . D. Hote
agent of tha Chesag
returned to the clty

2% G a I ol
partment of
for 'Cool Spri

. oand O,
=pend his vac 1
r of the agents
teh: witl held

of

at

The annu:
tha K

T, Wilke

sthury, traveling

senger agent of the Southern, spent ¥
day at ity
Mr, H. 3 formerly chi
to Superintendent West, of the
left for BSelma, Alw, lo as-

suma his new duties as train dispatcher.
Mr. Throckmorton's Pocketbook.
Some days ago Mr. . A. Throckmor-
ton, one of Richmond's best-known eiti-
zens. lost his pocketbook containing $3
and some important papers.

It was returned te him yesterday hy
Columbus Canepa. who fouond narme
on the and

brought it back as soon as po
Afr. Throckmorton iz much gratified and

highly appreclates the -action of 2Alr.
Canepa.

Missing Link Track.

On account of repairs on the Richmond,
Tredericksburg and Polomae bridze west
of the ¢ity, the Missing Link Bicyela Track
has been closed. The contractors for the
work have so barricadesd the read that ane
fa ppon the barrleades before he has time
to slnclken his pare, and as silt colll-
sions are Malle to socur, Ind 12 both the

rider and b!s wheal. -

The schooner Manuel I.. Cuza cleared
from the Custom House yesterday for St
John's New Brunswick, with 200,000 feet

| of lumber. J - G

AND HORSEMEN

Progress of the Central Carolina Fair
Association-

TS GROUNDS AND TRACK.

Mr, Lawson Buys Dixon McGregor.
Atkinson at Foxhall Farm.
Boney Boy and Chara-
arice Doth Winners

(Wil

Tha Ceniral ¢
recently o
starts put with a
preparations are
annual fair and riace meeting, to be

for The Times)

rolina Tair Association,
at Greensbore, N. C.,

1t prospect, and active

ng made for the first

1eid

at Greensboro o October 9th, 10th, 11th and
12th, next. { the Association
are J. Vi H. Os-
norne, fi

gecond vies-pres
president; J. H.
Tayior, assist
lington, treasurcr.
SBecretary  Walsh,
years connected with

Fred.

aTY;

avho  was
the Southsrn Rail-
, 15 well known and popular as a b

bl man, whilp a practical horseman ualso,
having owned and driven quite a number of
speedy trofters and pacers. Land has besn

purchased for the grounds and track, and
a large force of workmen are engaged in
preparing the site, which is a beautiful ore,
only zibwout one mile vut from the corporate
limiis of Greensboro, First-class buiidings
and stables will be erected, while a half-
mile track will be buily, and expense will

not be spared to make it the fastest and
safest course In the State. It will be level
[rm start to finish, well thrown up at the

turns and forty feet wide on the stretches,
An attractive race programme is E
prepared, and purses of sufficlent size wiil
ba offered to attract somae good horses, in-
cluding trotfters, pacers and rvunners, This
falr takes place during the we
the Virginia State [Pair and Race Aecting
at Norfolk, and very lkely the majority
of the horsemen will ship from there to
Centrai Carollna Fair, Greensboro is well
located, being eastiy reached from various

1 and the indications are that large

and races.

half-mile track at Acca Farm,
which 1y a = tance out from the
city, Willlam L. working guite a
[ and pacers, some
records, but the majority
that have not yet started
of them have been hur-
the

and that st

ctoskey, though the
1-4, als> a pacer,

wnomare

has worked several miies right around her

d. Tae Llack gelding Crow, by 13
has been given o number of
between
ters at a very much fu
Brown Hal phacer, Blr Jim.

mil

r el
1w s a glant

in size, has gone o mile In 2:M, rinishing
and Bass thinks he will make o race

of the best prospects in the
bay gelding, five ¥
dam by Lyie Wilkes, owned
George . Bennett, of Goldsboro,
The gelding was bred by Captaln
‘ho owned
eod, dis-

Mr, y
C;

N.
Johin L. Roper, of Norfolk,
the sire and dam, and |
positlon and galt of a.race horse.

mentioned the stable
ineludes John A rton, 2:22 1-2, pacing,
b. g, by Clare Alpi Eranchwood, 2:22 1-2,
Woodburn Hambleto

m., by Spectator,
Serpentine, b om.,
membrance, by Ceorge

In addition to t

da

by Valun
brino Boy

Weoeodburn

k following

t mile

crodit of the bay

£:%5 and 2:30, but has shown quar-
The

ra old, by

by Mam=

e
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LABORATORY O
STATE ASSAYER AND
> 610 East Grace Street,
: Richmond, Virginia.
: I have examined the WURZBURG!
JPer| MALT EXTRACT manufactured by t
B HoME BREWING CO_, Richmond, Va., and
i recommend it as a pure product and
|l well adapted for medicinal use as

a nutritive agent.
WM.

[(Signed]

:

This Standard
Preparation

IS A MOST VALUED TONIC AND

Nourishing Beverag

SUPPLYING ALL THE ESSENTIALS
FOR TH

- SUSTENANGE OF THE BOD

Renewing Health
and Giving Vigor to the Weak.

For General Debility
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It Is Unsurpassed.
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ne

H. TAYLOR, M. D.,
State Chemist.

i

e i

| Its Pleasant Flavor Makes It
W Acceptableto the Weakest Stomach
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good games, const
won oneof t
ing thedistance, o
start the gaunt joo
Sue B., got off absal

1 Wis
tha three
quarter pole, where hi Bullm:in
began to worlk like a f ]
Lorse that he rode an:
quickiy closed the gap of three ic
thio © furlo
The rast ma Eva Rice
but @ furlong from home Eo
an even terms with the
Bullman fairly it i
ieap, | i the W
guood, =ald th 2 changed hands
or: thae race., Whe was not on BHoney
Roy to win was on BEva Rice for the plice
at § to a.

fyoanid
=ths in

was Ieading,

i-AL ever)
sth to the

1t

. .

-
Charles Atkinson, the well-known tralr
and driver, whe for several LEUTIE i

1as been with John M
ing I'ark, Noriolk, Ve

iow with Mr. DMar
John 1. R
rfollk. Both  Capt,
vingtor, the man
well of Atkir

N B
huall, think

boom., o4, full ter to Miss Nels 1, :

by Norfolk; Belle of Whithy veloped und_ driv

sister to Janle 5., 2:231-2 =3 to thelr r

Marie, b, m.,* 1 ng muiterial at I

Purdy; & 7 fuil sister to tl farm's premier - slre, takes,
LS kg . HTY =iale o £ 3 : ; )

M L ; Kempland, dam | 270 and oti and th

Lourel I . 5 14 chances are do wwell

=3 will make hiz fi with the I

at Cape Charles, Va 1
W llow up the Eastern Maryland and
Dislaware clreoit.
[T
Mr. . M. Tawsan, Burke's

Va., has purchase
I’arm, Pr . Minn., the bay colt. I
o1 Med

dam by
of Herod,
the han

Aadizon

2.7 1-2, gver half mile tracks. Mr, ]
son, who owns an elegunt estate of

eral lundred acres, has been inter .

ag owner and breeder of trotiers = Y L T
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as wera her dam and
that r
Lawson also
allion Planeteer,
tia,

was onned by him,
several full zisters to
of Prince Orlnff. Mr.
merly owned the hay st
by Kiectioneer, dam Plar

thr hbred son of X ue, 1

bred at  Palo  Alte Farm, California, | dam of J 4+, by Sam Pur
purchased as yearling and taken to among them the
Turke's Gardet;;, where he was Kept in 1y Jay Bird, dam ¥

the stud severnl seasons.
MeGregor
some coit,

ancesiry,

as would be expected from his
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i the Cotton
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Typhoid Fever

in this city, but not in

is now praval

Ghloro-faptholeum

is used. We furnish Avtomatie Disin-
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TIC. We are Sole Agents.

The Water Cooler is isolated.
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Ask to sz2

freeze instead of melt the ice.”

BOUOETORE AR EC.

There are many makes of Refrigerators on the market—some

THERE IS ONE PERFECT—THE AUTOMA-

PERFECT -WHY?

They are gurranteed ICE SAYERS and MONEY SAYERS.
The circulation is perfect and perfectly dry.

The Packing—MINERAL WOOL, and in addition they are Kasd with charcoal

They haye nickel trimmings, and are an ornamental piece of furniture,
sstimonials. Ona purchaser writes us:  *The Automatic seems to

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY,

711 and 713 East Broad Street.

T. CRUM

1309 East Main Street, Richmond, Ya.
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Postal Affairs.
__ (Speclal Dispatch to The Times.)
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